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GRADE 5, MODULE 1: UNIT 1, LESSON 4
CLOSE READING: THE INTRODUCTION TO THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

LONG-TERM TARGETS ADDRESSED (BASED ON NYSP12 ELA CCLS)

 I can determine the main idea(s) of  an informational text based on key details. (RI.5.2)
	 I	can	explain	important	connections	between	people,	events,	or	ideas	in	a	historical,	scientific,	or	technical	text	accurately.	(RI.5.3)
 I can determine the meaning of  academic words or phrases in an informational text. (RI.5.4)
 I can determine the meaning of  content words or phrases in an informational text. (RI.5.4) 
	 I	can	use	a	variety	of 	strategies	to	read	grade	appropriate	words	and	phrases	I	don’t	know.	(L.5.4)

SUPPORTING LEARNING TARGETS ONGOING ASSESSMENT

•	 I	can	use	context	clues	to	help	me	determine	the	meaning	of 	words.	
•	 I	can	use	common	Greek	and	Latin	affixes	(prefixes)	and	roots	as	clues	to	help	me	

know what a word means. 
•	 I	can	determine	the	main	ideas	of 	the	Introduction	to	the	Universal	Declaration	of 	

Human	Rights	(UDHR)	using	Close	Reading.

•	 Students’	annotated	copies	of 	the	UDHR	
•	 Exit tickets

AGENDA TEACHING NOTES

1. Opening
			A.	Engaging	the	Reader:	Revisiting	Article	1	of 	the	UHDR	 
							(10	minutes)
2. Work Time  
A.	Modeling	and	Practicing	a	Close	Read	of 	Paragraph	1	of 	the	 

								Introduction	to	the	UDHR	(10	minutes)
B.	Guided	Practice	of 	a	Close	Read	of 	Paragraph	2	of 	the	Introduction	 

								to	the	UDHR	(20	minutes)
C.	Independent	Practice	of 	a	Close	Read	of 	Paragraphs	3–5	of 	the	 

								Introduction	to	the	UDRH	(10	minutes)
3.	Closing	and	Assessment
			A.	Adding	to	Our	Definition	of 	Human	Rights	(10	minutes)

•	 In advance:
•	 Post	anchor	charts	from	Lesson	1:	Steps	for	Reading	Closely	and	

What	are	Human	Rights?
•	 Prepare an anchor chart titled Article 1
•	 This	lesson	reinforces	the	vocabulary	work	from	Lesson	3,	and	

introduces	a	new	vocabulary	strategy:	using	morphology	(word	
roots,	prefixes,	suffixes,	etc.)

•	 Review:	Helping	Students	Read	Closely,	Think-Pair-Share	protocol	
(Appendix 1) 
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GRADE 5, MODULE 1: UNIT 1, LESSON 4
CLOSE READING: THE INTRODUCTION TO THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

LESSON VOCABULARY MATERIALS

inalienable,	fundamental,	upholding,	promote/promoting,	
protecting,	stems,	reaffirms,	dignity,	terms,	familiarize,	defend,	
charter

•	 Article 1 anchor chart
•	 Anchor	charts	from	Lesson	1:	 

*	Close	Readers	Do	These	Things 
*	What	Are	Human	Rights?

•	 Document	camera
•	 The	UDHR	(from	Lesson	1;	one	copy	per	student)	
•	 Introduction	to	the	UDHR	note-catcher
•	 Chart	paper
•	 Markers
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GRADE 5, MODULE 1: UNIT 1, LESSON 4
CLOSE READING: THE INTRODUCTION TO THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

OPENING MEETING STUDENTS’ NEEDS

A. Engaging the Reader: Revisiting Article 1 of  the UHDR (10 minutes)
•	 Ask	students	to	locate	their	copy	of 	the		Universal Declaration of  Human Rights	(introduced	

in	Lesson	1).	Remind	them	briefly	that	in	Lesson	1,	they	looked	at	this	entire	document	and	then	
focused	on	Article	1.	They	also	looked	at	Article	1	again	briefly	in	Lesson	3	when	they	made	their	
flash	cards.	

•	 Read	Article	1	aloud	again,	or	invite	a	student	to	do	so.	Be	sure	all	students	are	following	along	in	
their copy of  the text. 

•	 Ask	students	to	turn	and	talk	with	a	partner	about	what	words	strike	them	now.	Invite	a	few	
students	to	share	out.	Without	much	discussion,	chart	some	of 	these	words	on	the	Article 1 anchor 
chart.	Tell	students	that	they	will	revisit	Article	1	again	in	a	few	days.	Comment	on	how	good	
students	are	getting	good	at	noticing	unfamiliar	and	important	vocabulary	as	they	read.

•	 Read	or	have	a	student	read	aloud	the	first	learning	target:	“I	can	use	context	clues	to	help	me	
determine	the	meaning	of 	words.”	Say	to	students:	“Yesterday,	we	focused	on	vocabulary	related	to	
human	rights,	particularly	how	to	figure	out	important	words	from	context.	Today	we	will	continue	
practicing	that	as	we	read	the	actual	Introduction	to	the	UDHR.”	Have	students	do	a	thumbs-up	or	
thumbs-down	to	show	whether	they	understand	the	first	target.

•	 Read	or	have	a	student	read	aloud	the	second	learning	target:	“I	can	use	common	Greek	and	Latin	
affixes	(prefixes)	and	roots	as	clues	to	help	me	know	what	a	word	means.”	Tell	students	that	today	
they	also	will	practice	another	strategy	to	figure	out	what	words	mean:	looking	at	the	parts	of 	the	
word.	“For	example,	think	about	the	word	context,	which	we	now	know	means	‘the	text	around	the	
word.’	That	word	has	two	parts,	con and text. We know what text means: the words on the page. And 
con	means	‘with.’	So	by	thinking	about	those	two	parts,	we	can	know	that	context	means	the	stuff 	
around	the	words.”	Tell	students	they	will	be	practicing	breaking	down	other	words	in	this	same	way.	

•	 Have	students	do	a	thumbs-up	or	thumbs-down	to	show	whether	they	understand	the	second	target.	
•	 Review the Close Readers Do These Things anchor chart from	Lessons	1	and	2,	asking	students	

to	suggest	when	they	might	focus	on	vocabulary.	Look	for	suggestions	such	as:	“After	I	have	read	
the	text	a	few	times	and	have	a	basic	idea	of 	what	it	is	about.”	

Use	vocabulary	learning	strategies	
to	support	all	learners:	prefixes,	root	
words,	suffixes,	cognates,	and	context.
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GRADE 5, MODULE 1: UNIT 1, LESSON 4
CLOSE READING: THE INTRODUCTION TO THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

WORK TIME MEETING STUDENTS’ NEEDS

A. Modeling and Practicing a Close Read of  Paragraph 1 of  the Introduction to the UDHR (10 minutes)
•	 Remind	students	that	in	Lesson	1,	they	spent	time	looking	at	the	UDHR	to	notice	how	it	is	set	up,	or	

“structured.”	Ask	them	to	turn	and	talk	with	a	partner	about	something	they	remember	or	notice.
•	 Orient	students	to	the	introduction:	the	italicized	text	below	the	title	and	above	the	preamble.	Tell	them:	

“This	part	is	called	the	introduction. Intro	means	to	‘the	first	part’:	these	short	paragraphs	are	at	the	very	
beginning	of 	the	document,	and	set	up	many	of 	the	main	ideas.”	

•	 Tell	them	they	will	practice	together	the	Close	Reading	protocol	with	the	first	paragraph,	which	is	just	one	
sentence. 

•	 Distribute	the	Introduction to the UDHR note-catcher.	Tell	students	that	they	will	use	this	to	take	notes	
after	they	have	read	and	annotated	the	actual	UDHR.

•	 Read	aloud	the	first	paragraph	of 	the	introduction,	twice,	with	students	following	along	(this	promotes	
fluency).

•	 Have	students	reread	this	first	paragraph.	Ask	students	to	focus	on	words	or	phrases	that	might	help	them	
determine	the	meaning.	Encourage	them	to	annotate	their	UDHR.	Ask	them	to	then	think,	then	share	with	
a	partner,	what	they	think	this	sentence	means.	Invite	a	few	students	to	share	out.

•	 Then	ask	students	to	reread	the	first	paragraph	a	third	time,	focusing	on	just	two	or	three	words	they	
underlined.	Ask	a	few	students	to	share,	having	other	students	in	the	class	give	a	thumbs	up	if 	they	chose	
the same word(s). 

•	 Focus	on	the	word	fundamental.	Invite	a	student	who	underlined	the	word	fundamental to	explain	why.	Likely	
he	or	she	will	say:	“I	didn’t	know	what	it	meant”	or	“it	came	at	the	very	end,	so	I	thought	it	might	be	
important.”	Ask	if 	anyone	was	able	to	figure	out	that	word	from	context.	If 	so,	have	them	explain.	If 	not,	
model:	“I	underlined	that	word,	too.	I	know	that	word	from	math,	like	my	‘math	fundamentals.’	But	that	
didn’t	make	sense	here.	But	I	saw	it	next	to	the	word	freedom	and	know	this	whole	thing	is	about	being	
equal,	so	I	think	it’s	about	the	kinds	of 	freedom	everyone	deserves.	Like	the	basic	stuff.”		

•	 Focus	on	the	word	inalienable.	Invite	a	student	who	underlined	the	word	inalienable	to	explain	why.	Likely	he	
or	she	will	say	“it	was	next	to	the	word	‘rights,’	so	I	figured	it	mattered.”	

•	 Ask	if 	anyone	knows	or	could	figure	out	what	this	word	means.	If 	so,	have	them	explain.	If 	not,	introduce	
the idea of  working with parts of  a word.  

•	 When possible, provide text 
or	materials	found	in	students’	
L1.	This	can	help	students	
understand	materials	presented	
in English.

•	 Consider	partnering	an	ELL	
with	a	student	who	speaks	the	
same	L1,	when	discussion	of 	
complex	content	is	required.	
This	can	let	students	have	more	
meaningful	discussions	and	
clarify	points	in	their	L1.

•	 Provide	ELLs	bilingual	word-
for-word	translation	dictionaries	
or	online	translation	sources	
such	as	Google	Translate	to	
assist	with	comprehension.	ELLs	
should	be	familiar	with	how	to	
use	glossaries	or	dictionaries.	
These are an accommodation 
provided	to	ELLs	on		NY	State	
assessments.

•	 Provide	nonlinguistic	symbols	to	
assist	ELLs	and	other	struggling	
readers in making connections 
with	vocabulary.	These	symbols	
can	be	used	throughout	the	year.	
Specifically,	they	can	be	used	in	
directions and learning targets.
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GRADE 5, MODULE 1: UNIT 1, LESSON 4
CLOSE READING: THE INTRODUCTION TO THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

WORK TIME MEETING STUDENTS’ NEEDS

•	 Focus	first	on	the	word	root	alien.	“That	middle	part	of 	the	word	is	called	the	root.	It’s	like	the	main	meaning	
of 	the	word.”	Ask	if 	anyone	knows	the	word	alien.	Students	may	refer	to	beings	from	outer	space,	or	to	things	
that	are	really	strange.	Tell	them,	if 	we	looked	up	the	word	alien	in	a	dictionary,	we	would	find	a	lot	of 	different	
meanings:	foreign,	strange,	separate.	Some	days	we	will	use	dictionaries.	But	for	today,	I	am	just	going	to	tell	
you	that	it	means	separate.”

•	 Focus	on	the	prefix	in.	Tell	students:	“The	word	in	also	has	a	few	meanings.	By	itself,	it	is	the	opposite	of 	out.	
But	here,	it	means	‘not.’	So	in-alienable	means	‘not	separate.’	Inalienable	rights	means	rights	that	can’t	be	taken	
away	from	you.”

•	 Ask	students	to	turn	and	talk,	and	then	add	to	their	notes	about	the	main	idea	and	important	words	in	
paragraph 1. 

•	 Tell	students	that	they	will	get	to	keep	practicing	figuring	out	words	from	context,	and	using	word	roots	and	
prefixes,	as	they	read	the	rest	of 	the	introduction.	Encourage	them:	this	is	hard!
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GRADE 5, MODULE 1: UNIT 1, LESSON 4
CLOSE READING: THE INTRODUCTION TO THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

WORK TIME MEETING STUDENTS’ NEEDS

B. Guided Practice of  a Close Read of  Paragraph 2 of  the Introduction to the UDHR (20 minutes)
•	 Repeat this same process with paragraph 2.
•	 Read	this	longer	paragraph	aloud,	twice,	with	students	following	along.
•	 Ask	students	to	put	a	slash	mark	between	the	two	sentences	in	this	paragraph	(after	the	word	individual). Ask them to 

just	focus	on	the	first	sentence	for	now.
•	 Have	students	reread	the	first	sentence	of 	paragraph	2	(“The	United	Nations	.	.	.	every	individual.”).	Ask	students	to	

focus	on	words	or	phrases	that	might	help	them	determine	the	meaning.	Ask	them	to	then	think,	then	share	with	a	
partner,	what	they	think	this	sentence	means.	As	before,	encourage	them	to	annotate	the	text	on	the	Introduction	of 	
the	actual	UDHR.

•	 Invite	a	few	students	to	share	out.
•	 Then	ask	students	to	reread	this	sentence	a	third	time,	focusing	on	just	two	or	three	words	they	underlined.	Ask	a	few	

students	to	share	the	words	they	chose.	
•	 Focus	on	three	key	words:	upholding, promoting, and protecting. 
•	 Follow	the	same	process	as	before:	

*	Invite	a	student	who	underlined	the	word	to	say	why.
*	Ask	if 	anyone	was	able	to	figure	out	that	word	from	context.		
* If  so, have them explain.  
*	If 	not,	focus	on	the	morphology,	beginning	with	the	word	roots.

•	 For	example,	ask:	“What	words	that	you	know	do	you	see	in	the	word	upholding?”	Focus	students	on	hold.
•	 Then	focus	on	the	prefix	up: to lift, etc.
•	 Repeat with promoting.	Students	may	need	to	be	told	that	the	root	mot relates to motion. 
•	 Repeat with protecting.	Likely	students	will	know	that	protect	means	“to	keep	safe.”	Consider	telling	them	that	tect	means	

“to	cover.”
•	 Ask	students	what	they	notice	about	all	three	of 	these	words.	Listen	for	someone	to	say	“ing”—they	are	all	verbs.
•	 Tell	students	that	now	that	they	have	worked	closely	with	the	words	in	this	sentence,	they	may	have	more	thinking	

about	the	man	idea.	Ask	students	to	turn	and	talk,	and	then	add	to	their	notes	for	about	the	main	idea	and	important	
words in paragraph 1. 

•	 Ask	students	to	repeat	this	process	as	with	the	second	sentence	of 	paragraph	2.	Encourage	them:	this	is	hard	text!
*	Read	aloud	twice	with	students	following	along
*	Use	the	Think-Pair-Share	protocol	for	students	to	discuss	the	meaning
*	Focus	on	words	or	phrases	they	think	are	particularly	important,	asking	a	few	students	to	share	the	words	they	chose	
and why.

•	 For	ELLs,	consider	
providing extra time 
for tasks and answering 
questions	in	class	
discussions.	ELLs	often	
need more time to 
process and translate 
information.	ELLs	
receive extended time as 
an accommodation on 
NY	State	assessments.	

•	 Increase	interactions	
with	vocabulary	in	
context.	This	increases	
rate	of	vocabulary	
acquisition	for	ELLs.
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GRADE 5, MODULE 1: UNIT 1, LESSON 4
CLOSE READING: THE INTRODUCTION TO THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

WORK TIME MEETING STUDENTS’ NEEDS

C. Independent Practice of  a Close Read of  Paragraphs 3–5 of  the Introduction to the UDRH (10 minutes)
•	 Give	students	just	10	minutes	to	continue	with	paragraphs	3–5.		Tell	students	they	are	not	expected	to	finish,	and	

will	complete	this	note-catcher	for	homework.	
•	 (Note: Be sure to allow 10 minutes for the Closing and Assessment.)
•	 For	paragraphs	3–5:	
•	 Read	aloud	twice	with	students	following	along
•	 Think-Pair-Share	about	the	meaning
•	 Focus	on	words	or	phrases	they	think	are	particularly	important	
•	 Ask	a	few	students	to	share	the	words	they	chose	and	why
•	 Focus	on	these	words:	
•	 Paragraph	3:	stated, terms	(focus	on	specific	meaning	in	this	context)
•	 Paragraph 4: none.
•	 Paragraph 5: Familiarize, promote, defend (note that promote repeats from Paragraph 1) 
•	 Tell	students	that	they	should	complete	their	Introduction	to	the	UDHR	note-catcher	for	homework.	

WORK TIME MEETING STUDENTS’ NEEDS

•	 Focus	on	these	words:	charter,	reaffirms,	and	dignity.
•	 See	which	students	can	figure	out	from	context,	or	from	their	background	knowledge	based	on	the	reading	they	did	in	

Lessons	1–3.	
•	 Ask	“What	is	the	United	Nations	committed	to	doing,	and	why?”
•	 Tell	students	to	add	to	their	notes	for	paragraph	2.
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GRADE 5, MODULE 1: UNIT 1, LESSON 4
CLOSE READING: THE INTRODUCTION TO THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

CLOSING AND ASSESSMENT MEETING STUDENTS’ NEEDS

A. Adding to Our Definition of  Human Rights (5 minutes)
•	 Revisit	today’s	learning	targets.	Use	the	Fist	to	Five	protocol	for	students	to	show	how	

well	they	did.	Congratulate	students	on	their	stamina	today	working	with	hard	text	and	
figuring	out	words	from	context	and	word	roots.		

•	 Remind	them	to	finish	their	note-catcher	for	homework.
•	 Ask	students	to	return	to	and	add	to	the	definition	of 	human	rights	that	they	began	in	

Lesson	1:
	 “What	new	words,	ideas,	or	examples	do	you	want	to	add	to	your	original	definition?”	
	 “What	are	‘non-examples’	of 	human	rights?	In	other	words,	we	know	what	human	

rights	are	now.	What	aren’t	they?”	

•	 For	students	needing	additional	supports	
producing	language,	consider	offering	a	
sentence	frame,	sentence	starter,	or	a	cloze	
sentence	to	assist	with	language	production	
and	provide	the	structure	required.	

HOMEWORK MEETING STUDENTS’ NEEDS

•	 Finish	your	Introduction	to	the	UDHR	note-catcher.
•	 Review	your	vocabulary	flashcards	for	the	Mid-Unit	1	Assessment.	

•	 Some	students	may	need	paragraphs	3–5	read	
aloud	again	to	them,	or	need	to	be	told	which	
words	to	focus	on.	
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GRADE 5, MODULE 1: UNIT 1, LESSON 4

Name:

Date:

Main idea: Important words:

Main idea: Important words:

Introduction to the UDHR (note-catcher)

Paragraph 1:
All human beings are born with equal and inalienable rights and fundamental freedoms.

Paragraph 2:
The United Nations is committed to upholding, promoting, and protecting the human 
rights	of 	 every	 individual.	This	 commitment	stems	 from	the	United	Nations	Charter,	
which	reaffirms	the	faith	of 	the	peoples	of 	the	world	in		fundamental	human	rights	and	

in	the	dignity	and	worth	of 	the	human	person.
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GRADE 5, MODULE 1: UNIT 1, LESSON 4

Main idea: Important words:

Main idea: Important words:

Paragraph 3:
In the Universal Declaration of  Human Rights, the United Nations has 

stated	in	clear	and	simple	terms	the	rights	which	belong	equally	to	every	person.

Paragraph 4:
These	rights	belong	to	you.

Introduction to the UDHR (note-catcher)
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GRADE 5, MODULE 1: UNIT 1, LESSON 4

Main idea: Important words:

Paragraph 5:
They	are	your	rights.	Familiarize	yourself 	with	them.	Help	to	promote	
and	defend	them	for	yourself 	as	well	as	for	your	fellow	human	beings.

Introduction to the UDHR (note-catcher)



The Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

PREAMBLE 

Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members 
of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world, 

Whereas disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous acts which have 
outraged the conscience of mankind, and the advent of a world in which human beings shall 
enjoy freedom of speech and belief and freedom from fear and want has been proclaimed as the 
highest aspiration of the common people, 

Whereas it is essential, if man is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a last resort, to 
rebellion against tyranny and oppression, that human rights should be protected by the rule of 
law, 

Whereas it is essential to promote the development of friendly relations between nations, 

Whereas the peoples of the United Nations have in the Charter reaffirmed their faith in 
fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal rights of 
men and women and have determined to promote social progress and better standards of life in 
larger freedom, 

Whereas Member States have pledged themselves to achieve, in co-operation with the United 
Nations, the promotion of universal respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms, 

Whereas a common understanding of these rights and freedoms is of the greatest importance for 
the full realization of this pledge, 

Now, Therefore THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY proclaims THIS UNIVERSAL DECLARATION 
OF HUMAN RIGHTSas a common standard of achievement for all peoples and all nations, to the 
end that every individual and every organ of society, keeping this Declaration constantly in mind, 
shall strive by teaching and education to promote respect for these rights and freedoms and by 
progressive measures, national and international, to secure their universal and effective 
recognition and observance, both among the peoples of Member States themselves and among 
the peoples of territories under their jurisdiction.  

Article 1. 

• All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.They are endowed with reason 
and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood. 

Article 2. 

• Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without 
distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, 
national or social origin, property, birth or other status. Furthermore, no distinction shall be 
made on the basis of the political, jurisdictional or international status of the country or 
territory to which a person belongs, whether it be independent, trust, non-self-governing or 
under any other limitation of sovereignty. 

Article 3. 

• Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person. 



Article 4. 

• No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be prohibited in 
all their forms. 

Article 5. 

• No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment. 

Article 6. 

• Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law. 

Article 7. 

• All are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to equal protection of 
the law. All are entitled to equal protection against any discrimination in violation of this 
Declaration and against any incitement to such discrimination. 

Article 8. 

• Everyone has the right to an effective remedy by the competent national tribunals for acts 
violating the fundamental rights granted him by the constitution or by law. 

Article 9. 

• No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile. 

Article 10. 

• Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by an independent and 
impartial tribunal, in the determination of his rights and obligations and of any criminal charge 
against him. 

Article 11. 

• (1) Everyone charged with a penal offence has the right to be presumed innocent until proved 
guilty according to law in a public trial at which he has had all the guarantees necessary for 
his defence. 

• (2) No one shall be held guilty of any penal offence on account of any act or omission which 
did not constitute a penal offence, under national or international law, at the time when it was 
committed. Nor shall a heavier penalty be imposed than the one that was applicable at the 
time the penal offence was committed. 

Article 12. 

• No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family, home or 
correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honour and reputation. Everyone has the right to the 
protection of the law against such interference or attacks. 

  



Article 13. 

• (1) Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within the borders of each 
state. 

• (2) Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to return to his 
country. 

Article 14. 

• (1) Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution. 
• (2) This right may not be invoked in the case of prosecutions genuinely arising from non-

political crimes or from acts contrary to the purposes and principles of the United Nations. 

Article 15. 

• (1) Everyone has the right to a nationality. 
• (2) No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor denied the right to change his 

nationality. 

Article 16. 

• (1) Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race, nationality or religion, have 
the right to marry and to found a family. They are entitled to equal rights as to marriage, 
during marriage and at its dissolution. 

• (2) Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full consent of the intending spouses. 
• (3) The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to protection 

by society and the State. 

Article 17. 

• (1) Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in association with others. 
• (2) No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property. 

Article 18. 

• Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right includes 
freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with 
others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship 
and observance. 

Article 19. 

• Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to 
hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas 
through any media and regardless of frontiers. 

Article 20. 

• (1) Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association. 
• (2) No one may be compelled to belong to an association. 

  



Article 21. 

• (1) Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country, directly or through 
freely chosen representatives. 

• (2) Everyone has the right of equal access to public service in his country. 
• (3) The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government; this will shall be 

expressed in periodic and genuine elections which shall be by universal and equal suffrage 
and shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent free voting procedures. 

Article 22. 

• Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security and is entitled to 
realization, through national effort and international co-operation and in accordance with the 
organization and resources of each State, of the economic, social and cultural rights 
indispensable for his dignity and the free development of his personality. 

Article 23. 

• (1) Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment, to just and favourable 
conditions of work and to protection against unemployment. 

• (2) Everyone, without any discrimination, has the right to equal pay for equal work. 
• (3) Everyone who works has the right to just and favourable remuneration ensuring for 

himself and his family an existence worthy of human dignity, and supplemented, if necessary, 
by other means of social protection. 

• (4) Everyone has the right to form and to join trade unions for the protection of his interests. 

Article 24. 

• Everyone has the right to rest and leisure, including reasonable limitation of working hours 
and periodic holidays with pay. 

Article 25. 

• (1) Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of 
himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and medical care and necessary 
social services, and the right to security in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, 
widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control. 

• (2) Motherhood and childhood are entitled to special care and assistance. All children, 
whether born in or out of wedlock, shall enjoy the same social protection. 

Article 26. 

• (1) Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the elementary 
and fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be compulsory. Technical and 
professional education shall be made generally available and higher education shall be 
equally accessible to all on the basis of merit. 

• (2) Education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and to the 
strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It shall promote 
understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations, racial or religious groups, and 
shall further the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace. 

• (3) Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be given to their 
children. 

  



Article 27. 

• (1) Everyone has the right freely to participate in the cultural life of the community, to enjoy 
the arts and to share in scientific advancement and its benefits. 

• (2) Everyone has the right to the protection of the moral and material interests resulting from 
any scientific, literary or artistic production of which he is the author. 

Article 28. 

• Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the rights and freedoms set 
forth in this Declaration can be fully realized. 

Article 29. 

• (1) Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free and full development of his 
personality is possible. 

• (2) In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone shall be subject only to such 
limitations as are determined by law solely for the purpose of securing due recognition and 
respect for the rights and freedoms of others and of meeting the just requirements of morality, 
public order and the general welfare in a democratic society. 

• (3) These rights and freedoms may in no case be exercised contrary to the purposes and 
principles of the United Nations. 

Article 30. 

• Nothing in this Declaration may be interpreted as implying for any State, group or person any 
right to engage in any activity or to perform any act aimed at the destruction of any of the 
rights and freedoms set forth herein. 
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